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now fourteen, to play with the other children in the courtyard.
That was his solution to the problem. Generally I found parents
of the educated class much more backward in this respect than
similar parents in England. The enquiry among parents was
followed up by serious enquiry in the schools and among medical
workers.
The claim that sex education for the young presents no
seriously urgent problem in the U.S.S.R. is not without some
justification. The attitude of the children to sex is not unin-
fluenced by the attitude of the adults, which in its turn is in-
fluenced by the economic conditions of the country. The com-
plete economic equality of the sexes, the absence of competition
for jobs, has eliminated the sex hostility and antagonism caused
by economic pressure. The possibility of early marriage, and the
consequent healthy satisfaction of the sex instinct, has removed
the chief cause for sex preoccupation, for the exaggerated idea
of its importance. Easy divorce is another helpful factor. The
complete absence from the Press, from the theatres, and the
cinemas which the children attend, of sex exhibitionism,
combines with the other factors to create an environment for
the child free from that concern with sex which is so character-
istic of modern life in other countries. Therefore the sex curiosity
of the child is not unhealthily stimulated. The youth with which
I came into contact appeared to be singularly free from sex
preoccupation, and genuinely so.
It was much more difficult to arrive at the true state of affairs
with the younger children, as one was not in a position to discuss
the subject with them. I found that opinion was divided on the
subject between the educationists and the medical people
with whom I discussed the matter. The latter believed that sex
education in some form was necessary at some stage, but they
were vague about the details. The conditions of overcrowdBng
which still existed in Moscow, for example, they stated, must
give rise to an unhealthy state of affairs. The subject should
therefore be explained to the children before any hann could
be done. On the other hand, the educationists op the whole